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PATTERSON IRRIGATION DISTRICT GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
MINUTES 

 
March 20, 2024 

 
The Patterson Irrigation District Groundwater Sustainability Agency Board of Directors meeting 
was called to order at 1:02 p.m. by President Barbaste 
 
Directors Present: Richard Barbaste, Alan Scheuber, David Fantozzi, Daniel Robinson, John 

Azevedo 
  
Directors Absent:  
  
Others Present: Vince Lucchesi General Manager 
   Toni Russell   Secretary/Treasurer 

Greg Reichmuch Water Operations Supervisor 
   Jeanne Zolezzi General Counsel 

Mark Smith  Policy Consultant 
 
CORRECTIONS OR ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA: 
 
None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
None 
 
REPORT ITEMS: 
 
SGMA UPDATE: 
 
General Manager Lucchesi provided a report in the board packet regarding: 

• SWRCB & DWR Inadequate Determination Process Update 
o Lucchesi noted that the coordination committee representing the basin is asking 

all agencies to make a commitment to addressing the overdraft in each zone for 
the hydrogeologic conceptual model. For the northern area, this is 20,000 AF, 
Lucchesi noted that PID is committed to helping address this shortfall to aid in 
ensuring that the sub-basin has a plan approved. 

• GSP Implementation 
o Lucchesi noted that implementation is moving forward. WOS Reichmuth is working 

towards implementation of the metering program, subsidence survey should be 
completed soon, and the recharge project is going to testing soon. 

 
DISCUSSION ON A DEEP WELL CONSTRUCTION POLICY 
 
General Manager Lucchesi presented to the Board that the major contribution to subsidence in 
the Delta-Mendota Subbasin is overextractions in the lower aquifer. Lucchesi noted that the 
northern zone is showing 8,000 AF of overdraft, with that, the northern group has determined that 
sub-corcoran pumping needs to be reduced by 25%. Although PID has minimal pumping sub-
corcoran, measures need to be taken to prevent growers within PID exacerbating the problem.  
 
Lucchesi requested that the Board consider a policy on deep well construction, possibly a 
moratorium on all new and replacement wells to be constructed above the Corcoran clay. Director 
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Scheuber supported the approach. President Barbaste requested that Lucchesi bring a policy for 
adoption at the next Board meeting. 
 
DISCUSSION ON MODIFICATION OF PIDS CURRENT WELL METER POLICY FOR 
INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE OF METERS 
 
General Manager Lucchesi presented to the Board a revision to the existing well meter policy. 
Lucchesi stated that the current policy provides that well owners voluntarily provide their well 
information and to install a meter on their wells. Although PID has a good turnout of wells 
subscribed and metered, there are still meters that have not been installed or are not working. 
 
Since PID’s policy doesn’t provide staff the mechanism to go out and install a meter nor maintain 
it, were at the mercy of the well owners who are willing to subscribe their wells. Lucchesi 
requested the Board consider an amendment to the current policy that allows staff to reach out to 
the well owners and provide them with notice that they have a certain amount of time to put in a 
meter or fix it. In the event the well owner fails to maintain the meter or to install a meter, PID staff 
will notify the well owner that they are going to install the meter and bill the owner for the costs for 
the installation. Counsel Zolezzi added that the SGMA legislation allows GSA’s to require well 
owners to install meters and to require the well owners to pay for the costs for installation and 
maintenance.  
 
President Barbaste requested that Lucchesi bring a policy for adoption at the next Board meeting. 
 
With the completion of all agenda items the meeting was adjourned at 2:03 p.m.  
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PATTERSON IRRIGATION DISTRICT 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
MINUTES 

 
March 20, 2024 

 
The Patterson Irrigation District Board of Directors meeting was called to order at 2:03 p.m. by 
President Barbaste 
 
Directors Present: Richard Barbaste, Alan Scheuber, David Fantozzi, Daniel Robinson, John 

Azevedo 
  
Directors Absent:  
  
Others Present: Vince Lucchesi General Manager 
   Toni Russell   Secretary/Treasurer 

Greg Reichmuch Water Operations Supervisor 
   Jeanne Zolezzi General Counsel 

Mark Smith  Policy Consultant 
 
CORRECTIONS OR ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA: 
 
None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
None 
 
CONSENT ITEMS: 
11 – 12 Board to Consider: a) February 21, 2024 Regular PID GSA Board Meeting and February 
21, 2024 Regular PID Board Meeting b) Financial Report, Cash Disbursements Report, Reserves 
Update and Budget to Actual for the month ending in February. 
 
Director Robinson made a motion to approve the Consent Items. Second by Director Fantozzi 
and passed unanimously. 
 
Ayes:  Barbaste, Scheuber, Fantozzi, Robinson, Azevedo 
Noes:  None 
Absent: None 
Abstain:  None 
 
ACTION ITEMS: 
 
BOARD TO RATIFY EXECUTION OF AMENDMENT TO WHEELING AGREEMENT WITH 
FRIANT WATER AUTHORITY FOR SAN JOAQUIN RIVER RESTORATION FLOWS 
THROUGH FEBRUARY 2025 
 
General Manager Lucchesi presented to the board the amended agreement with Friant Water 
Authority including the new wheeling rate of $158/AF/. Lucchesi noted that this increase was to 
cover the increased costs PID is observing with O&M related to the District to move water 
through its system. 
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After a thorough discussion Director Azevedo made a motion to ratify the execution of the 
wheeling agreement with the Friant Water Authority. Second by Director Scheuber and passed 
unanimously. 
 
Ayes:  Barbaste, Scheuber, Fantozzi, Robinson, Azevedo 
Noes:  None 
Absent: None 
Abstain:  None 
 
BOARD TO RATIFY EXECUTION OF MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT WITH THE UNITED 
STATES BUREAU OF RECLAMATION FOR CONTINUED PUMPING OF SAN JOAQUIN 
RIVER RESTORATION FLOWS THROUGH FEBRUARY 2025 
 
General Manager Lucchesi presented to the board an amendment to the Memorandum of 
Agreement with USBR for the continued wheeling of restoration flows through PID. Lucchesi 
reminded that this agreement is to move the water since USBR holds the rights to the water and 
the agreement with Friant is for the reimbursement of the wheeling costs for pumping. 
 
After a thorough discussion Director Azevedo made a motion to ratify the execution of the 
agreement with USBR. Second by Director Scheuber and passed unanimously. 
 
Ayes:  Barbaste, Scheuber, Fantozzi, Robinson, Azevedo 
Noes:  None 
Absent: None 
Abstain:  None 
 
REPORT ITEMS: 
 
WATER DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM SUPERVISOR’S REPORT: 
 
Water Operations Supervisor Reichmuth gave a report on recent operations and maintenance 
activities in the district. A written report was included in the board packet for review.  
 
STATE AND FEDERAL AFFAIRS UPDATE: 
 
General Manager Lucchesi and Mark Smith provided updates on the lobbying efforts for the East-
West Conveyance project in the State and Federal Government. 
 
FORM 700’S 
 
General Manager Lucchesi noted to the Board that their Form 700’s are due by April 1.  
 
OUTSIDE AGENCY/ORGANIZATION REPORTS & UPDATES: 
 
Lucchesi provided Agency and Staff reports on the following: 

• SLDMWA Activities 

• IRWM/SWMP Update 

• Drainage Authority Update 

• SLDMWA SGMA Update 

• FishBio Update 

• Family Farm Alliance 

• San Joaquin Valley Water Blueprint Effort 
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MANAGEMENT REPORT: 
 
A written report was included in the Board packet regarding administration, operations, and 
construction activities. 

• Managers Briefing 
 

• Administration Report 
o Lucchesi provided a report on Personnel 

 
o Lucchesi Provided a report on Risk Management 

 

• Lucchesi provided a report on construction projects  
 

• Lucchesi provided a report on projects 
 

• Lucchesi provided a report on Water Operations 
 

DIRECTORS BRIEFING: 
None 
 
CLOSED SESSION:  
President Barbaste announced the items that would be discussed in Closed Session. The Board 
convened into closed session at 3:07 p.m. to discuss the items below: 
                    

 
CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS 
(Government Code Section 54956.8) 
Property:  Water 
Agency Negotiator:  Vince Lucchesi, General Manager 
Negotiating Parties:  Anthea Hansen, Del Puerto Water District 
Under Negotiation: Instructions to Negotiator will concern price and payment terms 

 
CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS 
(Government Code Section 54956.8) 
Property:  Land APN 047-005-025 
Agency Negotiator:  Vince Lucchesi, General Manager 
Negotiating Parties:  Greg Nunes, Landowner 
Under Negotiation: Instructions to Negotiator will concern price and payment terms 
 
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION  

(Paragraph (1) of Subdivision (d) of Government Code Section 54956.9) 
 

Patterson Irrigation District v City of Patterson, Stanislaus County, 

Alameda County Superior Court Case No. CV-22-004288 

 
The Board returned to open session 3:21 p.m. President Barbaste reported no action was taken 
in closed session. 
 
OTHER ITEMS 
Nothing to report 
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UPCOMING BOARD MEETING(S) 
 
The next Board meeting is scheduled for March 21, 2024 as a Special Board Meeting/ Grower 
Workshop, and the next Regular Board Meeting is scheduled for April 17, 2024. 
 
With the completion of all agenda items the meeting was adjourned at 3:22 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Vince Lucchesi, Geneal Manager 
  


