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PATTERSON IRRIGATION DISTRICT GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
MINUTES 

 
October 18, 2023 

 
The Patterson Irrigation District Groundwater Sustainability Agency Board of Directors meeting 
was called to order at 1:04 p.m. by President Barbaste 
 
Directors Present: Richard Barbaste, John Azevedo, Alan Scheuber, David Fantozzi, Daniel 

Robinson 
  
Directors Absent: None 
  
Others Present: Vince Lucchesi General Manager 
   Toni Russell  Secretary/Treasurer 
   Jeanne Zolezzi General Consel 
   Mark Smith  Policy Consultant 
   John Blomberg Auditor 
 
CORRECTIONS OR ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA: 
 
None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
None 
ACTION ITEMS: 
 
BOARD TO CONSIDER APPROVAL OF AN AUTHORIZATION OF THE GENERAL MANAGER 
TO EXECUTE THE SPECIAL PROJECTS AGREEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE PATTERSON 
IRRIGATION DISTRICT GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY FOR THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF A SINGLE GOROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY PLAN 
 
General Manager Lucchesi presented to the Board the final draft of the Special Projects Agreement 
for the development of a single groundwater sustainability plan (GSP). Lucchesi informed the board 
that a special projects agreement is necessary for the development of the plan because the current 
coordination agreement does not cover the development of a single GSP. Lucchesi noted that the 
modified cost allocation structure discussed in previous meetings is applicable to this agreement and 
that this is strictly for the development of a single plan. 
 
After a thorough discussion, Director Azevedo made a motion to approve the agreement and to 
authorize the General manager to execute the agreement. Second by Director Robinson and passed 
unanimously. 
 

Ayes:  Barbaste, Azevedo, Scheuber, Fantozzi, Robinson 
Noes:  None 
Absent: None 
Abstain:  None 
 
BOARD TO CONSIDER APPROVAL OF AND AUTHOIRIZATION OF THE GENERAL 
MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT FOR THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF A SINGLE GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY PLAN FOR THE 
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DELTA-MENDOTA SUB-BASIN ON BEHALF OF THE PATTERSON IRRIGATION DISTRICT 
GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 
 
General Manager Lucchesi presented to the Board the proposed coordination agreement for the 
implementation of the single groundwater sustainability plan (GSP). Lucchesi noted that counsel 
Zolezzi has reviewed the agreement and saw no issues. Lucchesi added that the agreement has a 
1/7 split cost share between the GSA/GSP groups for the implementation and the agreement wont 
be in place until the single GSP has been adopted. 
 
After a thorough discussion, Director Azevedo made a motion to approve the agreement and to 
authorize the General manager to execute the agreement. Second by Director RScheuber and 
passed unanimously. 
 

Ayes:  Barbaste, Azevedo, Scheuber, Fantozzi, Robinson 
Noes:  None 
Absent: None 
Abstain:  None 
 
REPORT ITEMS: 
 
SGMA UPDATE: 
General Manager Lucchesi provided a report in the board packet regarding: 

• SWRCB & DWR Inadequate Determination Process Update 

• GSP Implementation 
 
With the completion of all agenda items the meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m.  
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PATTERSON IRRIGATION DISTRICT 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
MINUTES 

 
October 18, 2023 

 
The Patterson Irrigation District Board of Directors meeting was called to order at 1:30 p.m. by 
President Barbaste 
 
Directors Present: Richard Barbaste, John Azevedo, Alan Scheuber, David Fantozzi, Daniel 

Robinson 
  
Directors Absent: None 
  
Others Present: Vince Lucchesi General Manager 
   Toni Russell  Secretary/Treasurer 
   Jeanne Zolezzi General Consel 
   Mark Smith  Policy Consultant 
   John Blomberg Auditor 
 
 
CORRECTIONS OR ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA: 
 
None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
None 
 
CONSENT ITEMS: 
 
Agenda Items 11 – 12 Board to Consider: a) September 20, 2023 Regular PID GSA Board 
Meeting, September 20, 2023 Regular PID Board Meeting b) Financial Report, Cash 
Disbursements Report, the Update to Reserves, and the Budget to Actual for the month ending 
in September.  
 
Director Azevedo made a motion to approve the Consent Items. Second by Director Fantozzi and 
passed unanimously. 
 
Ayes:  Barbaste, Azevedo, Scheuber, Fantozzi, Robinson 
Noes:  None  
Absent: None 
Abstain:  None 
 
ACTION ITEMS: 
 
BOARD TO CONSIDER ADOPTION OF THE 2022 AUDITED FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE 
PATTERSON IRRIGATION DISTRICT 
 
General Manager Lucchesi presented the 2022 Audited financial report to the Board of 
Directors. Lucchesi introduced John Blomberg who along with his staff at Blomberg Griffen 
developed the 2022 Audit. Mr. Blomberg went through the audit and answered questions 
regarding various items in the report. 
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After a thorough discussion, Director Azevedo made a motion to adopt the 2022 Audited 
Financial Report. Second by Director Robinson and passed unanimously. 
 
Ayes:  Barbaste, Azevedo, Scheuber, Fantozzi, Robinson 
Noes:  None 
Absent: None 
Abstain:  None 
 
BOARD TO CONSIDER AUTHORIZING GENERAL MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE 
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING WITH THE LOCAL 3 OPERATING ENGINEERS AND 
PID FIELD STAFF THROUGH DECEMBER OF 2025 
 
General Manager Lucchesi presented the final agreement with the Local 3 Operating Engineers 
Union and Patterson Irrigation District.  Lucchesi noted that the agreement is in its final form and 
ready for Board adoption. 
 
After a thorough discussion, Director Fantozzi made a motion to approve the agreement with 
Local 3 and authorize the General Manager to execute the agreement. Second by Director 
Scheuber and passed unanimously. 
 
Ayes:  Barbaste, Azevedo, Scheuber, Fantozzi, Robinson 
Noes:  None 
Absent: None 
Abstain:  None 
 
 
BOARD TO CONSIDER CLAIM FROM MARK HILL REGARDIN DAMAGE TO ACID TANK 
FROM CONSTRUCTION OF 2N PIPELINE PROJECT IN 2022 
 
General Manager Lucchesi presented to the Board a claim from Mark Hill from damage that 
occurred from the 2022 2N Pipeline project that was to his acid tank. Mark had presented the 
damage in the past and Lucchesi sent the information to the contractor to address. However, 
the tank never got fixed and Mark was still waiting for the repair. Lucchesi stated that too much 
time has passed to go after the contractor for the replacement and the request is for $2,700 in 
repairs. 
 
After a thorough discussion, Director Azevedo made a motion to approve the claim from Mark 
Hill. Second by Director Scheuber and passed unanimously. 
 
Ayes:  Barbaste, Azevedo, Scheuber, Fantozzi, Robinson 
Noes:  None 
Absent: None 
Abstain:  None 
 
BOARD TO CONIDER EXECUTING CONTRACT WITH EKI ENVIRONMENTAL FOR 
ENGINEERING SUPPORT FOR THE PRELIMINARY TESTING OF THE ELM PROPERTY 
RECHARD PROJECT 
 
General Manager Lucchesi presented to the Board of Directors a proposal from EKI 
Environmental for $44,000 for the development of a pilot recharge project for the Elm Property. 
Lucchesi noted that the property is in the process of being cleaned up and the hope is to test 
the recharge site this winter. 
 
After a thorough discussion, Director Fantozzi made a motion to approve the contract with EKI 
for the recharge project development. Second by Director Azevedo and passed unanimously. 
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Ayes:  Barbaste, Azevedo, Scheuber, Fantozzi, Robinson 
Noes:  None 
Absent: None 
Abstain:  None 
 
BOARD TO CONSIDER EXECUTING CONTRACT WITH EKIN ENFIRONMENTAL FOR 
ENGINEERING AND GEOLOGIC SUPPORT FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF A MONITORING 
NETWORK FOR THE PATTERSON IRRIGATION DISTRICT GROUNDWATER 
SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY UTILIZING DATA DEVELOPED FROM THE HYDROGEOLOGIC 
CONCEPTUAL MODEL 
 
General Manager Lucchesi presented to the Board of Directors a proposal from EKI 
Environmental for $46,000 for the development of a monitoring network to better understand 
groundwater trends and data within the Patterson Irrigation District GSA. This will help better 
manage groundwater in PID into the future and help with the development of future programs 
and tools. 
 
After a thorough discussion, Director Robinson made a motion to approve the contract with EKI 
for the monitoring network development. Second by Director Azevedo and passed unanimously. 
 
Ayes:  Barbaste, Azevedo, Scheuber, Fantozzi, Robinson 
Noes:  None 
Absent: None 
Abstain:  None 
 
BOARD TO CONSIDER CONTRACT WITH LABOR CONSULTANTS OF CALIFORNIA FOR 
THE LABOR COMPLIANCE MONITORING OF THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE SCHEDULE B 
WORK FOR THE MAIN CANAL REHABILITATION PROJECT 
 
General Manager Lucchesi presented to the Board a proposal from Richard Perez of Labor 
Consultants of California. The proposal includes a monthly budget not to exceed $2,700. Labor 
Consultants will review the contractors certified payroll to ensure that compliance with the 
Department of Industrial Relations is properly being implemented. Lucchesi noted that this is 
cheap insurance. 
 
After a thorough discussion, Director Azevedo made a motion to approve the execution of the 
contract with Labor Consultants of California. Second by Director Robinson and passed 
unanimously. 
 
Ayes:  Barbaste, Azevedo, Scheuber, Fantozzi, Robinson 
Noes:  None 
Absent: None 
Abstain:  None 
 
BOARD TO CONSIDER ATHORIZING THE GENERAL MANAGER TO PROCEED WITH PUMP 
AND MOTOR REHABILITATION WORK WITH DON PEDRO PUMP FOR THE PUMPS AT 
PUMPING PLANT 1 
 
General Manager Lucchesi presented to the Board a proposal from Don Pedro Pump of 
Hughson for the rehabilitation of the pumps and motors at the fish screen for $355,680. 
Lucchesi noted that the performance of the pump station is down substantially and its believed 
that its because the pumps have pumped such terrible quality water during the past two 
droughts that the pumps need to be looked at. Lucchesi added that the pumps being 
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rehabilitated will reduce power consumption, where we are currently seeing an increase in 
power costs as the years go by. The lead time for the pumps bowls will be about 10-12 weeks. 
 
After a thorough discussion, Director Robinson made a motion to approve the proposal from 
Done Pedro pump. Second by Director Scheuber and passed unanimously. 
 
Ayes:  Barbaste, Azevedo, Scheuber, Fantozzi, Robinson 
Noes:  None 
Absent: None 
Abstain:  None 
 
BOARD TO CONSIDER PARTICIPATION IN THE WATER TRANSFER ACTIVTY 
AGREEMENT WITH THE SAN LUIS DELTA MENDOTA WATER AUTHORITY 
 
General Manager Lucchesi presented to the Board an activity agreement with the San Luis 
Delta-Mendota Water Authority for North-South water transfer programs. Lucchesi noted that 
although PID typically doesn’t purchase water, this may provide PID access to water in a dire 
situation. Lucchesi noted that the cost of the water would be almost $1,000/AF, but we are not 
obligated to take the water if we don’t to. 
 
Counsel Zolezzi noted that she has revied the proposal and it acts as cheap insurance for the 
District in the event they find themselves for a bind. Director Azevedo felt that no grower would 
buy $1,000/AF water, Lucchesi clarified that PID’s blended water rate in the times that we would 
need the water would jump from $122/AF to $159/AF.  
 
After a thorough discussion, Director Scheuber made a motion to approve the General Manager 
signing onto the agreement if PID’s participation is at 0.91% or lower. Second by Director 
Robinson and passed unanimously. 
 
Ayes:  Barbaste, Azevedo, Scheuber, Fantozzi, Robinson 
Noes:  None 
Absent: None 
Abstain:  None 
 
REPORT ITEMS: 
 
WATER DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM SUPERVISOR’S REPORT: 
 
General Manager Lucchesi gave a report on recent operations and maintenance activities in the 
district. A written report was included in the board packet for review.  
 
STATE AND FEDERAL AFFAIRS UPDATE: 
 
General Manager Lucchesi provided updates on the budget request from Senator Caballero. 
Lucchesi noted that the $5,000,000 budget request funding is with the State Water Resources 
Control Board. Lucchesi noted that the SWRCB is developing an agreement for PID.  
 
Lucchesi also noted on the progress of the FAA development with USBR and Stantec’s effort. 
 
Lucchesi also presented on the upcoming Washington DC trip and the draft itinerary.  
 
OUTSIDE AGENCY/ORGANIZATION REPORTS & UPDATES: 
Lucchesi provided Agency and Staff reports on the following: 

• SLDMWA Activities 

• IRWM/SWMP Update 
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• Drainage Authority Update 

• SLDMWA SGMA Update 

• FishBio Update 

• Family Farm Alliance 

• San Joaquin Valley Water Blueprint Effort 
 
MANAGEMENT REPORT: 
A written report was included in the Board packet regarding administration, operations, and 
construction activities. 

• Managers Briefing 
 

• Administration Report 
o Lucchesi provided a report on Personnel 

 
o Lucchesi Provided a report on Risk Management 

 

• Lucchesi provided a report on construction projects  
 

• Lucchesi provided a report on projects 
 

• Lucchesi provided a report on Water Operations 
 

DIRECTORS BRIEFING: 
None 
 
CLOSED SESSION:  
President Barbaste announced the items that would be discussed in Closed Session. The Board 
convened into closed session at 3:13 p.m. to discuss the items below: 
                    
 

CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS 
(Government Code Section 54956.8) 
Property:  Water 
Agency Negotiator:  Vince Lucchesi, General Manager 
Negotiating Parties:  Anthea Hansen, General Manager DPWD 
Under Negotiation: Instructions to Negotiator will concern price and payment terms 
 
CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS 
(Government Code Section 54956.8) 
Property:  Water 
Agency Negotiator:  Vince Lucchesi, General Manager 
Negotiating Parties:  Steve Ottemoller, Friant Water Authority 
Under Negotiation: Instructions to Negotiator will concern price and payment terms 
                    
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION  

(Paragraph (1) of Subdivision (d) of Government Code Section 54956.9) 
 

i. California Sportfishing Protection Alliance v Patterson Irrigation 

District GSA, Stanislaus County Superior Court Case No. CV-20-

001748 

 

ii. Banta-Carbona Irrigation District, West Stanislaus Irrigation District, 

Patterson Irrigation District v California State Water Resources 



Page 8 of 8 

Control Board, Sacramento County Superior Court Case No. 34-

2021-80003718-CU-WM-GDS 

 
iii. Patterson Irrigation District v City of Patterson, Stanislaus County,  

Stanislaus County, Alameda County Superior Court Case No. CV-22-

004288  

 
The Board returned to open session 3:40 p.m. President Barbaste reported no action was taken 
in closed session. 
 
OTHER ITEMS 
Nothing to report 
 
UPCOMING BOARD MEETING(S) 
 
The next Board meeting is scheduled for November 15, 2023 as a Regular Board meeting but 
may be moved to the following week 
 
With the completion of all agenda items the meeting was adjourned at 3:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Toni Russell, Secretary 
  


