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PATTERSON IRRIGATION DISTRICT 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
MINUTES 

 
August 17, 2022 

 
 
The Board of Directors of the Patterson Irrigation District held the regular monthly Board meeting. 
The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. by Director Barbaste 
 
Directors Present: Richard Barbaste, David Fantozzi, Frank Trinta, John Azevedo 
  
Directors Absent: None 
  
Others Present: Vince Lucchesi General Manager 
   Toni Russell  Secretary/Treasurer 
   Steve Trinta  Operations & Maintenance Supervisor 
   Jeanne Zolezzi Legal Counsel 
   Mark Smith  Consultant 
   Alan Scheuber Landowner 
   John Reichmuth Landowner 
   George Reichmuth Landowner 
   
CORRECTIONS OR ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA: 
 
None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
None 
 
REPORT ITEMS: 
 
BOARD TO CONDUCT INTERVIEWS OF POTENTIAL CANDIDATES FOR DIVISION 2 
BOARD SEAT 
 
The Board of Directors interviewed the persons interested in the Division 2 Board Seat 
 
CONSENT ITEMS: 
 
Agenda Items 5 – 6 Board to Consider: a) June 15 Regular Board Meeting, July 6 Special Board 
Meeting, and July 21 Special Board Meeting Minutes b) Financial Report, Cash Disbursements 
Report, Budget to Actual, and the Update to Reserves for month ending July 2022.  
 
Director Azevedo made a motion to approve the Consent Items. Second by Director Fantozzi and 
passed unanimously. 
 
Ayes:  Barbaste, Fantozzi, Trinta, Azevedo 
Noes:  None  
Absent: None 
Abstain:  None 
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ACTION ITEMS: 
 
BOARD TO RESTIFY EXECUTION OF WATER TRANSFER AGREEMENT WITH DEL 
PUERTO WATER DISTRICT FOR 716 ACRE-FEET OF 2021-22 WARREN ACT WATER FROM 
CONTRACT 20-WC-20-5658 
 
General Manager Lucchesi presented to the Board the executed agreement with Del Puerto Water 
District for 716 acre feet at $1,200 per acre-foot. 
 
After a brief discussion, Director Azevedo made a motion ratify the execution of the transfer of 716 
Acre-Feet of 2021 Warren Act Water from Contract 20-WC-20-5658. Second by Director Fantozzi 
and passed unanimously. 
 

Ayes:  Barbaste, Fantozzi, Trinta, Azevedo 
Noes:  None 
Absent: None 
Abstain:  None 
 
BOARD TO CONSIDER FSA PLAN WITH HEALTH EQUITY: 
 
General Manager Lucchesi presented to the Board a proposal from Health Equity for a Flex 
Spending Account for employees to put pre-tax money away for eligible personal medical and 
dependent care expenses. Lucchesi noted that this could help employees offset the costs 
associated with the limited coverage from the dental plan and other expenses. Compared to an 
annual cost of upwards of $8,000 per year, the Flex Spending Account would be $900 per year 
to the District. 
 
After a brief discussion. The Board requested that Lucchesi poll the employees to determine an 
interest prior to the next board meeting for future consideration. 
 
No action was taken. 
 
BOARD TO CONSIDER ALLOCATING $3 MILLION INTO 6 MONTH TREASURY BOND WITH 
TIME VALUE INVESTMENTS AND AUTHORIZING GENERAL MANAGER TO TAKE ACTIONS 
THERETO TO FACILITATE THE INVESTMENT 
 
General Manager Lucchesi presented to the Board the documentation from Time Value Investments 
that was updated from the July 21 Special Board Meeting. Lucchesi noted that interest rates have 
risen since the last meeting and this is a good time to invest the funds. 
 
After a brief discussion. Director Azevedo made a motion to allocate $3 Million with Time Value 
Investments for a 6-month treasury bond and to authorize the General Manager to take actions 
necessary to facilitate the investment thereto. Second by Director Trinta and passed unanimously. 
 

Ayes:  Barbaste, Fantozzi, Trinta, Azevedo 
Noes:  None  
Absent: None 
Abstain:  None 
 
BOARD TO CONSIDER SETTING END OF IRRIGATION SEASON: 
 
General Manager Lucchesi presented to the Board a draft letter to go out to the water users of PID. 
The letter notes the end of the irrigation season to be October 14 and that lateral 3N between 
Walnut and Eucalyptus will be intermittently off and on between November 15 and March 1. 
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After a brief discussion Director Azevedo made a motion to set the end of the irrigation season on 
October 14 and to send out the letter to the water users. Second by Director Fantozzi and passed 
unanimously. 
 

Ayes:  Barbaste, Fantozzi, Trinta, Azevedo 
Noes:  None  
Absent: None 
Abstain:  None 
 
BOARD TO CONSIDER AUTHORIZING EXPENSE FOR DEL DON CHEMICAL TREATMENT 
FOR PID CANAL ROADS 
 
Director Trinta left the meeting for this agenda item. General Manager Lucchesi presented to the 
Board an invoice with Del Don Fertilizer for the cost-share of dust control treatment of PID canal 
roads that abut with Trinta Brothers farms. PID has historically cost-shared with other landowners for 
this very same application. 
 
After a brief discussion Director Azevedo made a motion to authorize the expense for cost-share of 
dust control treatment of PID canal roads. Second by Director Fantozzi and passed unanimously. 
 

Ayes:  Barbaste, Fantozzi, Azevedo 
Noes:  None 
Absent: None 
Abstain:  Trinta 
 
REPORT ITEMS: 
 
WATER DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM SUPERVISOR’S REPORT: 
 
Operations/Maintenance Supervisor Steve Trinta gave a report on recent operations and 
maintenance activities in the district. A written report was included in the board packet for review.  
 
STATE AND FEDERAL AFFAIRS UPDATE: 
 
Mark Smith provided updates on the budget request from Senator Caballero and the status of the 
$500,000 from Congressman Harder. Mark Smith also added about the tour with USBR staff who 
will be working on the Appraisal Report and noted that the right people that will be working on the 
project were in attendance of the tour and it was a positive reception.  
 
APPOINTMENT OF RULES COMMITTEE FOR REMAINDER OF 2022: 
 
Lucchesi noted that the second half of 2022 PID Rules Committee still needed to be appointed. 
President Barbaste then appointed Directors Azevedo and Fantozzi to stand as the second half 
of 2022 Rules Committee. President Barbaste will act as alternate. 
 
ACWA FALL CONFERENCE NOVEMBER 29 – DECEMBER 1 INDIAN WELLS, CA: 
 
Lucchesi informed the Board that the upcoming Fall ACWA conference is going to open up soon 
and needed to get consideration on who is attending. Lucchesi requested that the Board get back 
to the board secretary ASAP for attendance. 
 
SGMA UPDATE: 
General Manager Lucchesi provided a report in the board packet regarding: 

• GSP Comments from DWR/SWRCB 

• Well Meter Policy Letter 



Page 4 of 6 

• GSP Implementation 
 
OUTSIDE AGENCY/ORGANIZATION REPORTS & UPDATES: 
Lucchesi provided Agency and Staff reports on the following: 

• SLDMWA Activity Agreement Budget & Cost Re-allocation 

• SLDMWA Activities 

• IRWM/SWMP Update 

• Drainage Authority Update 

• SLDMWA SGMA Update 

• FishBio Update 
o August 24, 2022 from 10 am – 2 pm Workshop at Fishbio in Oakdale 

• Family Farm Alliance 

• San Joaquin Valley Water Blueprint Effort 
 
MANAGEMENT REPORT: 
A written report was included in the Board packet regarding administration, operations, and 
construction activities. 

• Managers Briefing 
o Lucchesi provided no updates outside of the items presented herein. 

 

• Administration Report 
o Lucchesi provided a report on Personnel 

 
o Lucchesi Provided a report on Risk Management 

 

• Lucchesi provided a report on construction projects  
 

• Lucchesi provided a report on projects 
 

• Lucchesi provided a report on Water Operations 
 

DIRECTORS BRIEFING: 
Nothing to report 

 
CLOSED SESSION:  
President Barbaste announced the items that would be discussed in Closed Session. The Board 
convened into closed session at 2:03 p.m. to discuss the items below: 
                    

CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS 
(Government Code Section 54956.8) 
Property:  Water 
Agency Negotiator:  Vince Lucchesi, General Manager 
Negotiating Parties:  Cindy Kao, South Valley 
Under Negotiation:  Instructions to Negotiator will concern price and payment 
terms 

 
CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS 
(Government Code Section 54956.8) 
Property:  Water 
Agency Negotiator:  Vince Lucchesi, General Manager 
Negotiating Parties:  Dale Melville, South Valley Water Resources Authority 
Under Negotiation:  Instructions to Negotiator will concern price and payment 
terms 
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CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS 
(Government Code Section 54956.8) 
Property:  Water 
Agency Negotiator:  Vince Lucchesi, General Manager 
Negotiating Parties:  Dan Bergmann, Consultant, City of Coalinga 
Under Negotiation:  Instructions to Negotiator will concern price and payment 
terms 
 
CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS 
(Government Code Section 54956.8) 
Property:  Water 
Agency Negotiator:  Vince Lucchesi, General Manager 
Negotiating Parties:  Russ Freeman, Deputy GM Resources Westlands Water 
District 
Under Negotiation:  Instructions to Negotiator will concern price and payment 
terms 
 
CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS 
(Government Code Section 54956.8) 
Property:  Water 
Agency Negotiator:  Vince Lucchesi, General Manager 
Negotiating Parties:  Jason Phillips, Executive Director Friant Water Authority 
Under Negotiation:  Instructions to Negotiator will concern price and payment 
terms 
 

The Board returned to open session 2:23 p.m. President Barbaste reported no action was taken 
in closed session. 
 
ACTION ITEMS: 
 
BOARD TO CONSIDER POTENTIAL CANDIDATES FOR PID DIVISION 2 VACANCY AND TO 
APPOINT NEW BOARD MEMBER FOR DIVISION 2 THROUGH THE END OF TERM IN 2024 
 
After a brief discussion, Director Trinta made a motion to appoint Alan Scheuber for the Division 2 
Board Vacancy and to serve the term through the end of 2024. Second by Director Fantozzi and 
passed unanimously. 
 

Ayes:  Barbaste, Fantozzi, Trinta, Azevedo 
Noes:  None  
Absent: None 
Abstain:  None 
 
OTHER ITEMS 
Nothing to report 
 
NEXT BOARD MEETING 
The next Board meetings are scheduled for September 21, 2022 and October 19, 2022 
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With the completion of all agenda items the meeting was adjourned at 3:32 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Toni Russell, Secretary 
  


